
This week, instead of questions, here are a few suggestions for some further study 
from the book of Exodus.  Take some time to think about these main themes from 
the book, and investigate God’s word for other lessons about these topics and 
themes: 

Moses and Jesus: Moses is perhaps the fullest foreshadower of Jesus in the entire 

Old Testament.  Only Moses truly filled the offices of prophet, priest, and in a 

sense the king until the time of Jesus.  Can you think of some ways in which Moses 

foreshadowed Jesus, or ways in which Jesus fulfilled the type set by Moses? 

Redemption: The Exodus is a story of redemption (Ex. 15:13).  In what ways does 

the story of the Exodus foreshadow a Christian’s salvation today? 

The Law of God: Exodus is the first time God instructed that His law be written 

down for an entire nation.  His law was thorough and very precise.  It also called 

for severe consequences when broken.  What can the New Testament Christian 

learn about how God wants His people to follow His law for Christians from the 

book of Exodus? 

Idolatry: The Israelites suffered for their idolatry, and God was clear how He felt 

about idolatry.  What forms of idolatry pose a threat to Christians today? (Col. 3:5) 
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A weekly Bible reading plan 

Exodus 29-40 

Idolatry, Renewal, and Building the Tabernacle 

Overview 

At Mount Sinai, God began delivering The Law to 

the nation of Israel.  The Law spelled out how the 

Israelites should live and worship in accordance with 

their covenant with God.  Chapters 29-31 finish out 

this portion of law-giving.  At this point, however, 

disaster happens.  Chapter 32 records the terrible 

decision by the people and Aaron to erect a golden 

calf which they began to worship, directly violating 

the Law they had already heard from God.  God was 

ready destroy the nation and start anew with Moses, 

but Moses interceded for the people, and God relented from His anger.  There were still severe 

consequences, but ultimately the covenant was renewed, as recorded in chapters 33 and 34.  

Chapters 35-40 show a great change in the nation.  They gave generously to assist with building 

the tabernacle, and they followed God’s instruction exactly in building the tabernacle and its 

components.  As the book of Exodus ends, God’s glory fills the tabernacle.  When Exodus 

began, it seemed Israel had been forgotten by God.  As the book closes, God has not only  

delivered the nation, but He dwells among them.  Being in their midst, the stage is set for the 

rest of the Law to be given, and for the nation to truly begin worshipping and living for God!   

Suggested Reading Schedule 

Monday: Exodus 29-31 

Tuesday: Exodus 32-34 

Wednesday: Exodus 35-36 

Thursday: Exodus 37-38 

Friday: Exodus 39-40 

Genesis highlighted man’s failure.  But despite 

man’s sin and rebellion, God promised to offer 

redemption to fallen mankind.  In a way,  

Exodus begins that story of redemption, and 

thus shapes the rest of the Biblical narrative.  

God began fulfilling His promise to Abraham by 

bringing the Israelites out of Egypt and towards 

the Promised Land.  This “Exodus” typified 

something far greater though—God’s plan to 

“bless all nations.”  God’s ultimate plan wasn’t 

to redeem a nation, but to offer redemption to 

the World.  Thus, while there are no direct  

messianic prophesies contained in Exodus, the 

entire book and time period foreshadow the 

Lord and His church! 
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